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sovereign has executive power
exercised through his ministers.
He is also head of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church. The Folketing,
or parliament, consists of one house
(the Landsting, or upper house, was
abolished in 1953). All men and
women of Danish nationality more
than 23 years of age and perman-
ently resident in Denmark possess
the franchise and are eligible for
election to the Folketing, which in
1955 had 179 members, 135 of
whom were elected by proportional
representation in 23 districts, 40
seats were divided among parties
not obtaining sufficient returns at

the district elections, and Green-
land and the Faroes each had two
representatives. The term of the
Folketing is four years, but the
king has power to dissolve it earlier.

EDUCATION, ETC. Education
was made compulsory in 1814 and
the school age is from 7 to 14. Most
public schools are free. Higheredu-
cation is provided at the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen, founded 1479,
with five faculties and about 4,600
students,"* men and women; and
the University of Aarhus, opened
1933, with about 1,750 students.

Social legislation was codified in
1933, including public assistance

and insurance acts. There is a
system of old age pensions payable
under certain conditions to aged
poor over 65 years of age (60 for
single women) ; about three-fifths
of pensionable age receive a pen-
sion. In peace time there is no
capital punishment.

Military service is compulsory.
At 17, youths are entered on the
conscription rolls, and between 19
and 25 receive military training
for 16 months. Men trained during
the last eight years form the first
line troops ; those trained during
the previous eight years form the
reserve. None of these men may
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Denmark.    Map of the little Scandinavian kingdom.    Inset are maps of Bomholm and the autonomous Faroe Islands